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A Study in Elijah's Letter

Prof, Dr, Shin Deuk-il

This article is a study to disclose the identity of the author

‘Elijah’s letter’ and to expose its meaning. As far as its source
is concerned, it is probable that Elijah himself could have written
‘the letter of Elijah’ in the reign of Jehoram, the king of Judah.
The content and idea of the letter are clear: Jehoram’s apostatic
behavior to breach the covenant with Yahweh leads him to the
punishment. An important duty of the theocratic king is to help

A Study in Elijah’s Letter

the people maintain the covenant relationship with Yahweh and

to enjoy the promised blessing by keeping the law. Contrary

to the task, Jehoram committed sin by leading the people into

idolatry. As a result, Edom and Libnah separated from Judah

and declared their independence. Jehoram’s palace was invaded

and plundered by the Philistines and Arabians. It demonstrates

that the mle of one straying leader gives pain to the whole

community. God punished the unfaithful king for the sake of
the spiritual restoration of the community. The fact that Yahweh

left Jehoachaz alive in the total plundering shows a divine
F20
ok, M4, AAFH, oiF, thle] &

attribute; namely, that he remembers mercy in wrath. In addition,
it confirms that God’s promise of the Messiah is always upheld.
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God’s punishment is applied when Jehoram was alive but its’
result remains dishonorable. The letter of Elijah which proclaims -
the punishment against the most wicked king in the history of 1. /H Cﬂ

Judah warns faithful community in all ages to be loyal to the

Lord and testifies of the faithfulness of God to his promise and ‘
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